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to the well-being of the family, they are de-
nied access to many economic opportunities.
More and more women find themselves eco-
nomically marginalized and unable to meet
their financial domestic duties. Grants for
agriculture still go to men—the government
chooses to fund large cash crop farmers and
ignore the women who mainly grow food
crops. Also, an o woman cannot buy or sell
land or property without a male represen-
tative. “To buy land,” states Harris, “a
woman needs a male proxy [representative],
either her husband or a close male relative.

This man retains the title to the land, even
though in practice the land is owned by the
woman.”°

Many Ibo women find these restrictions
and conflicts annoying and unfair. Some
women’s organizations are currentiy working
to reinstate what they call “women’s positions
of lost authority.” They believe that reclaim-
ing the past and reinstating traditional rituals
and customs, which gave power and status to
women in society, will restore balance and
bring stability and fulfillment to the lives of
present-day Tbo women.

From.Life Among the Ibo Women of
Nigeria by Salome C. Nnoromele




